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ROLL CALL    
Clayton E. Moneymaker American Legion Post 237 

    Alabama’s Largest American Legion Post 

 

 

 

Commander’s 

Corner 

 

2.   Telephone Adjutant Mary McCoy at (256) 
397-3659 and provide her with your first and 
last name and the office to which you would 
like to be a nominee. 
 

3.   Contact a member of the Nominating 
Committee (Justin Gragg, Ken Reisenweber, 
or George Noble) and provide your name and 
the office to which you would like to be a 
nominee. 
 

Nominations can be submitted up to 6:30 PM 
on April 20, 2026.   
 

Some current officeholders will not be seeking 
re-election. We invite you to discuss the duties 
of any position you are interested in with one 
of our Officers or a member of the Nominating 
Committee.  
  
Additional information is also available in the 
Officer SOPs on the Post 237 website 
at: https://www.legion237.com/post-237-
constitution-by-laws-and-sops 
 

Tom Paone, Post 237 Commander 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S ELECTION TIME AT POST 237 
 The election for Legionnaire officers at American 

Legion Post 237 will take place in the Post ballroom 
on May 18, 2026, from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Post 
237 Legionnaire members are encouraged to vote. 

  
Nominations of Post 237 members in good standing 
are being accepted for the following officer positions: 

• Commander 

• First Vice Commander 

• Second Vice Commander 

• Third Vice Commander 

• Chaplain 

• Historian 

• Sergeant-At-Arms 

• Three Year Trustee 

• Finance Officer 
 

If you are interested in submitting your name as a 
nominee for one of these officer positions, please do 
so by one of the following methods: 
 

 1.   Come to Post 237 and put your name on the 
officer nominee sign-up list located on a clipboard 
which is hanging on the wall between the Adjutant 
and Finance offices. Print your name to the right of 
the office to which you are seeking nomination. -> 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

4/1  –   Finance Committee  2 PM 
4/7  –  House Committee   6 PM 
4/8  –  Executive Committee  6 PM 
4/8  –  Communications and 
           Americanism Committee  7 PM 
4/20 –  Membership Meeting  7 PM 
 

https://www.legion237.com/post-237-constitution-by-laws-and-sops
https://www.legion237.com/post-237-constitution-by-laws-and-sops
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CLAYTON E. MONEYMAKER AMERICAN 

LEGION POST 237  
Jerry Phelps   Past Commander 
Tom Paone  Commander 
Brian Stephens  1st Vice Commander 
Kim Smith   2nd Vice Commander 
Bob Wasniewski  3rd Vice Commander 
Mary McCoy   Adjutant 
Jack LaFountain  Finance Officer 
Bill Pond     Chaplain 
Alyse Sena  Service Officer 
Ken Carpenter   Historian 
Cody Klinner  Sergeant-At-Arms 
Tom Hartley  Judge Advocate 
Don Pinkerton  1 Year Trustee 
Brad Mayo  2 Year Trustee 
John Szelich  3 Year Trustee 
Tom Hartley   ROTC Liaison 

 Steve Bowling  S.A.L. Commander 
 Thad Paone  S.A.L. Adjutant 
 Steve Bowling  Legion Riders Director 
 Tanya Phelps  Auxiliary President 
 Anna Marie Wasniewski Club Manager 

Earl Hokanson   Honor Guard 
Commander 

Executive Committee 

Jerry Phelps, Tom Paone, Mary McCoy, Ken Carpenter, 
Cody Klinner, Bill Pond, Brian Stephens, Tom Hartley, 
Bob Wasniewski, Don Pinkerton, John Szelich, Brad 
Mayo, Jack LaFountain, Alyse Sena, and Kim Smith. 
 

House Committee 

Bob and Anna Marie Wasniewski, Ralph Miller, Colleen 
Copeland, Mark Utter, Joe Norman, John Schantz, Steve 
Bowling, Ken Reisenweber, Joyce Hampton, Beverly 
DuFour, and Howard Krueger.    
  

Finance Committee 

Jack LaFountain, Tom Paone, Mary McCoy, John 
Szelich, Don Pinkerton, Brad Mayo, Bob Wasniewski, 
and Anna Marie Wasniewski. 
 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1176 
  Huntsville, AL 35807 
 

Post Address:  2900 Drake Ave.  SW 
  Huntsville, AL 35805 
 

Phone Numbers  Main:  256-883-9911 
  Adjutant: 256-397-3659 
  Finance: 256-489-9668  
 

Website: www.legion237.com 
Webmaster:  webmaster@legion237.com 
 

Facebook Page:   
“The Clayton E. Moneymaker American Legion Post 237” 
 

Newsletter Contact:  newsletter@legion237.com 
 

Newsletter Archive: 
http://www.legion237.com/index.php?id=126 
 

Printed copies of the current newsletter are available in 
the Social Quarters. 
 

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

1 Commander’s Corner, Upcoming Meetings 

2 Post 237 Information, Wargo Scholarship 

3 Adjutant’s Message, Marine Corps League, 

Bunco Night, Haircuts at the Post, Redstone 

Rocket, Auxiliary Update, Texas Hold’em 

4 Chapter 237 Poker Run 

5 Sip and Paint 

6 1st Vice Commander Message, Boys State 

7 TAPs 

8 Movers for Moms Collection 

9 BBMA Golf Tournament Information 

10 BBMA Golf Tournament Registration 

11 Madison County Veterans Cemetary 

12 Madison Co. Veterans Cemetary (continued), 

American Legion Post 237 Baseball 

13 American Legion Post 237 Honor Guard 

14 Your Honor Guard Needs Your Help 

15 3rd Vice Commander Report, SAL Donation 

16 2026 High School Oratorical Contest 

17 Events Calendar, Social Quarters, CDR                       

and ADJ Hours, Lunch, Trivia, Potluck, First 

Wednesday Steak Lunch 

18 Last Laugh, Around the Post – Sound System 

19 Invisible Warriors Gala 

20 Bingo 

21 Calendar  

 
 

 

Wargo Scholastic 
Scholarship 

Program 

 If you a descendant of a United States military 
veteran and plan to attend college or vocational 
school, then the Wargo Scholastic Scholarship 
may be for you!   
 

The Wargo Scholarship is a $2000 award paid 
directly to the educational institution for tuition and 
fees.   
 

Application must be made before April 30, 2026. 
Additional information and the application form are 
available on the Post 237 website:  
www.legion237.com   Select Wargo Scholarship.   
 

The direct link is:  
http://www.legion237.com/index.php?id=127 
 

Questions regarding the Wargo Scholarship can 
be emailed to:   
wargo@legion237.com 

 

http://www.legion237.com/
mailto:webmaster@legion237.com
mailto:newsletter@legion237.com
http://www.legion237.com/index.php?id=126
http://www.legion237.com/
http://www.legion237.com/index.php?id=127
mailto:wargo@legion237.com
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ADJUTANT OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday through Friday 
11:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 

 

April brings opportunities to support your 

American Legion Post 237 with Baseball 

Team, Honor Guard, and Boys/Girls State 

fundraisers and 2027 Post Officer 

nominations. Also, the Post American 

Legion Riders are hosting a Poker Run on 

April 18th.  Rain date is April 25th.  The 

Poker Run will raise money to help the 

veteran owner of Soldier of Grace who 

provides free mechanic work for veterans. 

 

We will be voting on a change of meeting 

time at April's General Membership 

Meeting. 

 

The April General Membership Meeting is 

April 20th, dinner at 6:00 p.m. and meeting 

starts at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

From the  

Adjutant’s 

Desk 

Mary McCoy 

Post Adjutant 

 

Marine Corps League 

Brandon-Wilbourn Detachment #820 Marine 
Corps League meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at Tim's Cajun Kitchen at 114 Jordan Ln 
NW, Huntsville. Social at 5:30pm - Meeting at 
6pm.  Contact Ed Becher @ 269-221-2221 for 
more info. 
 

 
Join us for Bunco Night 
on April 21st at 6:30 PM 
in the ballroom.  
 

 

The online version of the Redstone Rocket is 
available here:  
https://www.theredstonerocket.com/eedition/ 
 

Haircuts at the Post 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Alyse Sena will be doing 
haircuts in the meeting room on 
the second and third Saturdays, 
4/11 and 4/18, 1pm-4pm. 
 

 

Auxiliary Update 
 

Hello Auxiliary members.  The 2026-2027 
election will be held on the 3rd Monday in 
May.  If you would like to nominate or be 
nominated as an American Legion Auxiliary 
officer, the following positions are open: 
 

President /  Vice President  / Secretary / 
Treasurer / Sgt at Arms / Chaplain  
 
Nominations will be announced April 20th in the 
membership meeting, 
If interested,  please contact Joyce Hampton @ 
256-990-4732  OR Tanya Phelps @ 256-783-
5903. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Tanya Phelps 
President 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 237 
 

 

Come and play in the Texas Hold’em 

fundraiser every Tuesday at 6 PM in the 

canteen.  Funds raised benefit 

charitable projects throughout the 

year.   
 

Come on down and join in the fun! 
 

 

Texas 

Hold’em 

Fundraiser  

https://www.theredstonerocket.com/eedition/
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2026 Poker Run – April 18, 2026 

American Legion Riders from Chapter 237, Post 237, will host their first Poker Run on Saturday, April 18, 

2026.  The Chapter has put out flyers around Post and advertised on various web and social media platforms 

with hopes that a large turnout for the event happens.  We are a small ALR Chapter but with high hopes that 

we will continue to grow in the future.  We encourage all members of Post 237 to come out and support this 

event.  Bring a friend.  If you have a motorcycle, car or truck, come join us for a great time with drawings, 

50/50, and great door prizes to support a great cause.  Riders (drivers) $20, Passengers $10. Registration 

from 0930 to 1100.  Departs at 11am, with return to Post NLT 3pm for the fun festivities. 

 



Post 237 Newsletter  5 

 

 

  

 



Post 237 Newsletter  6 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hello fellow Legionnaires!  After Lisa Woods’ excellent presentation, I wanted to continue rolling out some 

news about the VA that is a direct impact to all veterans. First, is the announcement that they are going to 

end the horrible decades old rule implemented under former President Obama, which reported veterans 

to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National Instant Criminal Background Check System as 

“prohibited persons” only because they need help from a fiduciary in managing their VA benefits. It was a 

backdoor to red flag laws that would severely restrict a veteran’s rights under the 2nd Amendment. The 

news of it roll back was welcomed across the country as long overdue.  To read more on that, go here: 

https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-undoes-decades-old-wrong-and-protects-veterans-second-

amendment-rights/ 

Secondly, in recent days the VA had announced new rules that would have taken into account the effects 

of medications on veterans when applying for their disability ratings. This would have caused many 

veterans to have to choose between managing their health and applying for benefits. Fortunately, due to 

the overwhelming outcry, the VA has since rescinded the rule restoring the ratings process to its previous 

state. The story can be found here: https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2026/02/19/va-halts-

implementation-of-controversial-disability-rating-rule-following-backlash/ 

These are just two of the stories of concern to veterans. I urge you to stay on top of the news and keep 

track of changes that will affect yours and your survivors, benefits. 

Spring here! Looking forward to warmer weather and more visitors to the canteen!   

 

 

A Message from First Vice Commander 

Brian Stephens 
 
 
 

 
 

2026 Alabama Boys State 
 

The American Legion Posts in Madison County are pleased to announce the 89th Alabama Boys State 
Convention.   2026 Boys State provides an opportunity for rising senior boys who are outstanding 
students and leaders in their schools to experience democracy at work, enhance their leadership skills, 
develop new friendships, and learn from Alabama political and business leaders. 
 

The 2026 Boys State Convention will be held at the University of Alabama Tuscaloosa from Sunday, May 
24, 2026, to Saturday, May 30, 2026.  
 

We strongly encourage that each prospective delegate review the Alabama Boys State website 
at:  http://alboysstate.org.   
    
All applicants are required to submit a Boys State Application to the Department of Alabama by May 1, 
2026.  Also, Madison County applicants should submit the 2026 Madison County Boys State Information 
Sheet by May 1, 2026, indicating if he wishes to attend the Madison County Boys State Orientation on 
Thursday, May 7, 2026, at the Post 237 Annex at 3806 Colonial Park Circle SW, Huntsville, AL 35805.   
Yancy Mitchell, Dean of Boys State Counselors, and delegates from the 2025 class will discuss what to 
expect and how to get the most out of the Boys State experience.  Because of seating restrictions, we 
ask each family to limit attendance at the orientation to the student and his parents.  
 
For questions please contact Kim Smith at 256-694-5440. 
 

https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-undoes-decades-old-wrong-and-protects-veterans-second-amendment-rights/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-undoes-decades-old-wrong-and-protects-veterans-second-amendment-rights/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2026/02/19/va-halts-implementation-of-controversial-disability-rating-rule-following-backlash/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2026/02/19/va-halts-implementation-of-controversial-disability-rating-rule-following-backlash/
http://alboysstate.org/
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The twenty-four notes of “Taps” compose, arguably, the most recognizable and emotionally charged 
music ever played on a bugle. Although we usually associate Taps with military funerals, that was not 
always the case. Originally, Taps was intended to signal lights out. Taps was written during the Civil War 
at Harrison’s Landing, Virginia after the Seven Days Battles in 1862. At the time, the call for lights out 
was a French tune called Extinguish Lights, but Union General Daniel Butterfield felt this was too formal. 
Instead, he wanted a more soothing call to tell his men the day was over, so he called for his brigade’s 
bugler, Oliver Norton, and the two worked together to write Taps. Here is Norton’s account of how that 
meeting went: 
 

“One day, soon after the seven days’ battles on the Peninsular, when the Army of the Potomac was lying 
in camp at Harrison’s Landing, General Daniel Butterfield sent for me, and showed me some notes 
written in pencil on the back of an envelope. He asked me to sound them on my bugle. I did this several 
times, playing the music as written. He changed it somewhat, lengthening some notes and shortening 
others but retaining the melody as he first gave it to me. After getting it to his satisfaction, he directed me 
to sound that call for Taps thereafter in place of the regulation call. The music was beautiful on that still 
summer night and was heard far beyond the limits of our Brigade. The next day I was visited by several 
buglers from neighboring brigades, asking for copies of the music which I gladly furnished.” 
 

How did it become associated with funerals? The earliest official reference to the mandatory use of Taps 
at military funeral ceremonies is found in the U.S. Army Infantry Drill Regulations for 1891. Although it 
had doubtless been used unofficially long before that time under its former designation Extinguish Lights. 
The first documented use of Taps at a funeral was during the Peninsular Campaign in Virginia when 
Captain John C. Tidball of Battery A, 2nd Artillery ordered it played for the burial of a cannoneer killed in 
action. Since the enemy was close, he worried that the traditional three volleys would renew fighting.  
 

Whether you’re on a military installation, attending a memorial event or honoring a veteran who lost his 
or her life, “Taps” is a sign of respect. Though it might only be 24 notes long, it is the official song of 
remembrance for the United States. It carries a lot of meaning, not just amongst those who served, but 
also for the entire nation. How do you honor the veterans in your life? 
 

Day is done, gone the sun, 
From the hills, from the lakes, from the skies, 

All is well, safely rest, God is nigh. 
 

Go to sleep, peaceful sleep, may the soldier 
Or sailor, God keep. On the land or the deep, Safe in sleep. 

 

Love, good night, must thou go, 
When the day, and the night need thee so? 

All is well, Speedeth all to their rest. 
 

Fades the light; And the stars Shineth bright, 
Fare thee well: Day has gone, night is on. 

 

Thanks and praise, for our days, ‘Neath the sun, 
 

 ‘Neath the stars, ‘Neath the sky, 
As we go, this we know, God is nigh. 

 

This article is dedicated to the members of the Clayton E. Moneymaker Post 237 Honor Guard who have 
unselfishly devoted their time and efforts to honor fallen veterans. 
 

Contributed by Tom Hartley 
 

 
 

 

 

TAPS 
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Post 237 is Collecting Items for Movers for Moms 

This heartfelt program aims to recognize and support moms living in Owen’s House shelter 
during Mother's Day. Victims of domestic abuse or homelessness receive small gifts, bringing 
comfort and joy to their lives. 
 

We are partnering with Two Men and a Truck and encouraging donations of comforting items 
such as soaps, hairstyling products, shampoos, conditioners, diapers and more. The list is 
provided below. The collection period runs from March  19th through May 1st. Please leave your 
donation in the box in the canteen.   
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  BBMA Golf Tournament 

The Bulldog Brigade of Military Alumni is hosting its sixth annual BBMA Golf Tournament on April 

18th at the Links at Redstone Arsenal. The proceeds from the tournament support scholarships and 

financial assistance for the ROTC Cadets at Alabama A&M University. Post 237 will sponsor a hole for 

this event. If you would like to enter a team or donate to this cause, more details are available on the 

letter below and the registration form on page 9. 
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AlAbAmA DepArtment of VeterAns AffAirs cemetery 

mADison county 
 

K. C. Carpenter, Post Historian 

 

                        
              ADVA Veterans Cemetery Site     ADVA Veterans Cemetery 
                          Madison Co                  Spanish Fort 
 

Madison County will become thesite of the second Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs (ADVA) 

cemetery. The first being in Spanish Fort, Baldwin County. This cemetery is a 150-acre site located on 

Maysville Rd. It is the result of the dedicated efforts of U.S. Representative Dale Strong, Gov. Kay Ivey, and 

ADVA commissioner Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Newton, among others. The site is found at 3866 Maysville Rd 

(Hwy 69) 3.9 miles from Madison County High School, via Madison County High School (Hwy 72) and 

Brock Rd. / Brownsboro Rd./ past the intersection of Ingram Rd.  
 

The cemetery will serve the more than 42,700 veterans who live outside the 75-mile service radius of an 

existing state of national VA cemetery. It will include National Guard, and Reserve veterans and their 

spouses who are not otherwise eligible for burial at national cemeteries.  
 

Construction is expected to begin in the summer of 2026. The facility will include ground crypts, traditional 

graves, columbarium niches, a scatter garden, a committal shelter, and an administrative building. It is 

expected that it will be built in 10-year phases of about 15 acres each year. Each phase would include 7,000 

to 10,000 burial sites with options for in-ground, pre-positioned concrete crypts for two caskets, as well as 

columbarium niches and a scatter garden for cremated remains. The initial plan is to create 15 to 20 acres, 

adding additional acres every ten years. It is expected to serve the region for up to 200 years. More than 

10,000 internments are expected over the next decade. 
 

Congressman Strong worked with the ADVA, and Gov. Ivey to support Alabama’s application for federal 

funding through the U.S. Dept. Veterans Affairs National Cemetery Administration to secure the $13.5 

million federal grant for the property. Congressman Strong noted “This will be a lasting place of respect and 

remembrance close to home … a dignified final resting place that reflects the deep gratitude our community 

hold for their service and sacrifice.” 
 

The fist ADVA cemetery is located at Spanish Fort (near the 1865 battlefield at Ft. Blakley). It is a 110-acre 

site, having a total of 5,000 graves with ground crypts, columbarium niches and a scatter garden. It has 

received an Operational Excellence Award for the National Cemetery Administration.  

     

The U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs oversees the Alabama National Cemetery in Montevallo and Fort 

Mitchell National Cemetery near Phenix City. The Montevallo cemetery (2007) is a 479-acre property begun 

in 2007 to accommodate the remains of 225,000 veterans. The Phenix City cemetery (1987) of 279 acres 

serves over 30,000 veterans in Alabama and Georgia. 

(continued on page 11) 
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(continued from page 10) 

Sources:  

Accardi, Marian. Veterans cemetery for Madison County awaits approval, 5 Nov. 2025, 
 theredstonerocket.com 

Ryan, Fay. Veterans Voices, Madison County site selected for Alabama’s second state veterans cemetery. 7 

Jan., 2026. https://whnt.com/veterans-voices/madison-county-site-tabbed-for-alabama’s-second-state-

veterans-cemetery/ 

Strong Secures Federal Support to Advance New State Veterans Cemetery in North Alabama 

https://strong.house.gov/media/press-releases/strong-secures-federal-support-advance-new-state-veterans-

cemetery-north 

ADVA COMMISSIONER FINALIZES LAND CONTRACT FOR NEW STATE VETERANS CEMETERY 

IN NORTH ALABAMA HTTPS://VA.ALABAMA.GOV/ADVA-COMMISSIONER-FINALIZES-LAND-

CONTRACT-FOR-NEW-STATE-VETERANS-CEMETERY-IN-NORTH-ALABAMA/ 

Contract finalized for new State Veterans Cemetery in North Alabama 

 https://www.waff.com/2026/01/07/contract-finalized-new-state-veterans-cemetery-north- Alabama/ 

Alabama National Cemetery https://scalnc.org/about-the-cemetery 

Fort Mitchell National Cemetery. https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/FtMitchell.asp 

  
  

Do you know what 89 members of the Baseball Hall of Fame including Bob Feller, Yogi Berra, Frank 
Robinson, Chipper Jones, Greg Maddox, Justin Verlander, Ted Williams, Albert Pujols, Dusty Baker, 
Roy Campanella and more than half of today’s MLB players have in common?  You guessed it, they 
played American Legion Baseball! 
  

American Legion Baseball was formed in 1925. In its 101 years there have been millions of young 
ballplayers who have enhanced their baseball and leadership skills and fostered their appreciation for 
their country while playing Legion ball. American Legion baseball has allowed these players to 
showcase their talents and develop friendships with other young men that last a lifetime. 
  

Post 237 has sponsored an American Legion baseball team for many years. Rick Bragg, Post 237 
coach and former high school and college coach, has led our program for 29 years. During his 
tenure, his teams have won three Alabama State Championships, and 42 players have been 
awarded college baseball scholarships. Many of Rick’s former players are coaching baseball at 
various levels. 
  

As you might imagine, this program is expensive. Unlike other ‘travel teams’ our coaches are all 
volunteers, and we work hard to keep the registration fee as low as possible so that players who 
could not otherwise afford to play summer ball get that opportunity. The average cost of an out-of-
town tournament is approximately $2200 including registration, hotels and travel. We try to play five 
tournaments a year including the state tournament. Expenses for an average season exceed 
$20,000 including uniforms, equipment, insurance, field rental, umpires, travel, etc. 
  

If you would like to help the baseball program with a monetary donation, please send a check to the 
address above and note American Legion Post 237 Baseball, in the memo line. We will send you a 
receipt noting that your tax-deductible charitable donation was for American Legion Post 237 
Baseball a program of the Clayton E. Moneymaker American Legion Post 237, a 501(c)19 not-for-
profit organization. Your interest and support of the Post and of our programs is greatly appreciated! 
 

 

American Legion Post 237 Baseball 

P.O.Box 1176 

Huntsville, AL  35807 

https://whnt.com/veterans-voices/madison-
https://strong.house.gov/media/press-releases/strong-secures-federal-support-advance-new-state-veterans-cemetery-north
https://strong.house.gov/media/press-releases/strong-secures-federal-support-advance-new-state-veterans-cemetery-north
https://va.alabama.gov/adva-commissioner-finalizes-land-contract-for-new-state-veterans-cemetery-in-north-alabama/
https://va.alabama.gov/adva-commissioner-finalizes-land-contract-for-new-state-veterans-cemetery-in-north-alabama/
https://www.waff.com/2026/01/07/contract-finalized-new-state-veterans-cemetery-north-%09Alabama/
https://scalnc.org/about-the-cemetery
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YOUR HONOR GUARD NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 

As a military veteran, somewhere down the road, when you pass away your family may request that due 

to your honorable military service that you receive the military honors at your funeral that you deserve. If 

so, and you are buried locally, there is an excellent likelihood that those military honors will be provided 

by your American Legion Post 237 Honor Guard. 

American Legion Post 237 is very proud of its Honor Guard and what it has accomplished throughout the 

years and will continue to accomplish to support the military veterans and their families in Madison 

County and surrounding communities. In order for our Honor Guard to continue performing its invaluable 

mission your support is requested and necessary.  

HONOR GUARD MISSION: To provide military funeral honors for veterans who have served 

honorably in the United States military. The funeral honors consist of the folding of the U.S. casket flag, 

presentation of the flag to the next of kin, firing of rifle volley and bugle playing of Taps. 

SERVICE AREA: The Honor Guard services veterans in Northern Alabama and Southcentral 

Tennessee. From January 1, 2025, to January 1, 2026, the Honor Guard supported 138 veteran’s funerals 

and community patriotic events traveling 3327 miles to do so. As the funeral services provided by our 

Honor Guard become more widely publicized, the number of funerals and mileage driven to support them 

will significantly increase. 

OPERATING EXPENSES: The annual cost of outfitting Honor Guard members with uniforms, 

weapons and Honor Guard van maintenance, gas and insurance for the van, burial flags and other supplies 

in 2025 was $5,270.00. Those expenses were paid for from donations. 
 

THE HONOR GUARD’S OPERATING EXPENSES ARE PAID FOR ONLY FROM 

DONATIONS  

DONATIONS: Donations are the lifeblood of the Honor Guard. Without donations the Honor Guard 

would not exist and would be unable to honor the requests of families to provide military funeral honors 

for their veteran family members. 

On behalf of the Honor Guard, I humbly ask that you do us the honor of providing a donation to allow our 

Honor Guard to continue performing its vital mission in 2026. Any amount you provide will be greatly 

appreciated. 

Tax free donations to the 501(c)(3) Honor Guard can be made by: 

• Mailing a donation to: Post 237 Honor Guard, PO Box 1176, Huntsville, AL 35807 

• Bringing your donation to Post 237 at 2900 Drake Avenue in Huntsville 

NOTE: Please make checks payable to: Post 237 Honor Guard 

If you have any questions, contact Tom Hartley at (256) 497-0426 or tomandlouiss@yahoo.com 

Our Honor Guard’s dedicated efforts to provide patriotic support to deceased military veterans and their 

families can be best verbalized in the following quote: 

 

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can never be 

repaid. They have earned our undying gratitude. America will never forget their 

sacrifices.” 

President Harry S. Truman 
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Hello, my fellow Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, and Sons of the American Legion. I wanted to let you 
know about some of the upcoming events in February. 
 

Sunday Fun Day: Bar Bingo and karaoke with Howie each Sunday. The doors open at 12 PM. Bar Bingo 
starts around 12:15 PM. Stop in and join in the fun!  Karaoke starts at 3 PM.  We’ll be serving ham for 
Easter Sunday Bar Bingo (12 noon until 2 PM) please bring a side item to share.  Also, wear your Easter 
bonnet and get an extra set of bingo cards. 
 

First Wednesday Steak Lunch: The 1st Wednesday Steak Lunch is scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, 
2026. We will be selling ribeye steak, baked potato, salad, and a roll. Lunch will be served in the Canteen 
during the normal hours of 11 AM until 1:30 PM. 
 
Wednesday Sip & Paint Night: Kim Smith will be hosting a Sip and Paint Night in the Ballroom on 
Thursday, April 16th at 6:30 PM.  A $25.00 per person donation required. Proceeds will support our 
Americanism programs including the Oratorical Contest, Boys State, ROTC, and Legion baseball. Space is 
limited, so please sign up early at the bar.  
 

House Committee Meeting: The House Committee meets on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 6 PM in the 
Meeting Room. 
 
Membership Dinner:  The membership dinner menu on Monday, April 20th at 6 PM will be spaghetti, 
salad, and garlic toast. 
 

Bunko Party in the Ballroom: A Bunko Party is held in the Ballroom on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
This month Bunko will be held on April 21, 2026, at 6:30 PM. 
 
 
 

  

Bob Wasniewski, Post 237 3rd Vice Commander 

FROM THE 3RD VICE COMMANDER 

 
SAL Donation at the  

Membership Meeting March 16th  

 

Durning the membership meeting on Monday, 

March 16th at 7 PM, Steve Bowling, Sons of 

the American Legion Squadron 237 

Commander, presented Coach Rick Bragg a 

$1000 check to help support the 2026 Post 

237 Legion Baseball  team.  Thank you to all 

of the SAL members for your support of this 

important American Legion program.   
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2026 High School Oratorical Contest 

The Department of Alabama’s 2026 American Legion High School Oratorical Contest is complete. This 
contest challenges high school students to develop leadership and public speaking skills with a focus on 
the U.S. Constitution, offering participants the chance to earn college scholarships. The American 
Legion awards over $200,000 in oratorical scholarships annually.  
 

The state level contest was held at the Department of Alabama Archives and History building in 
Montgomery on March 21st.  The state winner was Presley Skelton representing Graysville Post 23 
(pictured above center).  She received $2,500 for 1st place and $2,000 for the state championship. 
Travel and lodging for the National Finals at Hillsdale College (May 15-17) are covered for the state 
winner.  The national winner can earn up to $25,000. Alabama runner-up Grace Drown received $1,500.     
 

The Madison County Oratorical Contest was the first step towards the state contest.  The county contest 
was held on February 7th, at Madison’s Meeting Hall. Seven students participated and the scholarship 
winners for the county competition were 1st place, Grace Drown, 2nd place, Lyn Brinkley, and 
3rd place, Grace Claxton,  Post 237 members who assisted at the county competition are pictured above 
left.  They are Danny Marr, Thad Paone, Kim Smith, Tom Paone, and Tom Hartley.   
 

The District 12 contest was conducted on Saturday, February 21st at Post 15 in Decatur. Grace Drown 
won the district contest.  The 1st Division contest was held on March 7th at Post 237.   Grace Drown was 
awarded the 1st place scholarship by Division 1 Commander Jerry Phelps in the picture bottom left.  Post 
237 members who assisted with the contest and pictured below left are David Dunlap, Thad Paone, 
Tom Paone, Kim Smith, and Maurita Hughs .  Danny Marr served as emcee and is pictured with Grace 
Drown and her father in the picture above right.   
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

LUNCH IN THE SOCIAL QUARTERS 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 11 AM -1:30 PM 

Specials: Mon – Salad Bar, Wed – Philly Cheese Steak, 1st 

Wed – Steak, Thu – Taco Salad, Fri – Fish 

Evening Kitchen Service 

 Mon, Tues, Wed, Thu, Fri 5-7 PM  

KARAOKE IN THE SOCIAL QUARTERS 

THU 7-11 PM AND SUN 3-7 PM KARAOKE WITH HOWIE 

FRI 7 – 11 PM KARAOKE AND BAR BINGO WITH JERIMY 

TRIVIA IN THE SOCIAL QUARTERS 

MONDAY 7-9  PM WITH LISA AND ZACK 

BINGO AT THE POST 237 ANNEX 

SUN  3:30 PM   SAT AND WED AT  6 PM 

MEMBERSHIP DINNER AND MEETING IN THE  BALLROOM 

3RD MONDAY DINNER AT 6 PM ($8.00) , MEETING AT 7 PM  

POOL LEAGUE 

SOCIAL QUARTERS - ALTERNATING THURSDAYS 7 PM 

TEXAS HOLDEM FUNDRAISER 

SOCIAL QUARTERS -  TUESDAY 6 PM 

BAR BINGO 

SOCIAL QUARTERS  -  SUNDAY 12-2PM; FRIDAY 7PM 

BUNCO PARTY 

BALLROOM  -  3RD TUESDAY 6:30PM 

GAME DAY – WEDNESDAYS LEFT/RIGHT/CENTER 6PM 

HAIRCUTS WITH ALYSE – 2ND  AND 3RD SATURDAY  1PM – 4PM 

 

 

 

 

Social Quarters Hours of Operation 
Monday  10:00AM – 11:00PM 
Tuesday  10:00AM – 11:00PM 
Wednesday  10:00AM – 11:00PM 
Thursday  10:00AM – 11:00PM 
Friday   10:00AM – 11:00PM 
Saturday  11:00AM – 11:00PM 
Sunday  12:00PM – 8:00PM 

 

Adjutant’s Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 11 AM until 5 PM 

Call 256-397-3659 to make an appointment. 
Email at adjutant@legion237.com 

 

Commander’s Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 11 AM until 2 PM 

Email at commander@legion237.com 

Call: 256-656-4952 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

LUNCH AT THE LEGION  

Monday through Friday 

11:00AM to 1:30PM 

 

Lunch at the Legion 
Monday through Friday 

11:00AM to 1:30PM 

Specials: 

Salad Bar – Monday  

Philly Cheese Steak – Wednesday 

Taco Salad – Thursday 

Fish –Friday 

Smoke Free Lunch! 
The area in front of the bar is smoke-free from 
10AM to 2PM Monday through Friday.  The area 
in back of the bar is open for smokers. Please 
be courteous and observe these restrictions.   

 

Monday Night Trivia 
 

Join us on Monday nights at 7PM for 

Trivia presented by Lisa and Zack!  

Have fun, exercise your brain and 

win Legion Bucks!   
 

 
 

 

Second Sunday Potluck  
 

Join us on the second Sunday of the month 
from 3 PM to 7 PM for a Potluck. Bring a dish 

to share and enjoy Karaoke with Howie!   
 

 

 

First Wednesday Steak Lunch 

Join us for lunch: ribeye steak, 
baked potato, roll and salad on the 
first Wednesday of this month.  

April 1, 2026 
11AM – 1:30PM 

 

mailto:adjutant@legion237.com
mailto:commander@legion237.com
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Last Laugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

50 DOLLARS IS 50 DOLLARS 

Morris and his wife Esther went to the state fair 

every year, and every year Morris would say, 

“Esther, I’d like to ride in that helicopter.” 

Esther always replied, “I know Morris, but that 

helicopter ride is 50 dollars ----and 50 dollars is 

50 dollars.” 

One year Esther and Morris went to the fair, 

and Morris said, “Esther, I’m 85 years old. If I 

don’t ride that helicopter, I might never get 

another chance.” 

Esther replied, “Morris, that helicopter ride is 

50 dollars----and 50 dollars is 50 dollars.” 

The pilot overheard the couple and said, “Folks, 

I’ll make you a deal. I’ll take the both of you for 

a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entire ride 

and not say a word I won’t charge you! But if 

you say one word, it’s 50 dollars.” 

Morris and Esther agreed and up they went. 

The pilot did all kinds of fancy maneuvers, but 

not a word was heard. He did his daredevil 

tricks over and over again, but still not a word.  

When they landed, the pilot turned to Morris 

and said, “By golly, I did everything I could to 

get you to yell out, but you didn’t. I impressed!” 

Morris replied, “Well, to tell you the truth, I 

almost said something when Esther fell out, but 

you know -----50 dollars is 50 dollars.” 

Contributed by Tom Hartley 

 

Around the Post 

  

Sound System in the Ballroom 
 

Brad Mayo has done it again!  We have 
struggled with poor audio in the ballroom at 
meetings for quite some time.  Brad took 
the project to fix that issue head on.   
 
There are eight speakers in the ceiling that 
were at one time wired to a PA system.   
Brad purchased a quality PA system and 
the transformers to match.  He also bought 
the wiring and connectors and went to 
work.  With a little help from his friends and 
quite a few new ceiling tiles the project was 
complete and the sound is great!  As a final 
touch, Brad purchased and installed a 
mixer board in the podium to make it easier 
to wire in microphones.  Thank you Brad 
for all you do for the Post!   
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American Legion Post 237 

Bingo Annex 

3805 Colonial Park Circle SW 

Huntsville, Al 35805 
 

Wednesday and Saturday 

Doors Open at 4 PM 

Start at 6 PM 
 

Sunday 

Doors Open at 1 PM 

Start at 3:30 PM 

 

 

 
Bingo supports many of the Auxiliary, 
Sons of the American Legion and 
American Legion programs, 
scholarships, and charities.   
 
Come and join us for a fun outing at the 
Annex and help keep our programs 
strong.   
 
There is a snack machine, an isolated 
smoking area and the public is invited.   
 
Who knows, you might just win a big 
JACKPOT! 
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~ Post 237 April 2026 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

11a-1:30p 1st Wed 
Steak Lunch 

2p-3p Finance 
Committee Mtg. 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-9:30p AUX237 
Bingo 

2  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

3 Good Friday 

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke and 
Bingo with Jerimy 

4  

6p-9:30p SAL 237 
Bingo 

5 Easter 

12p-2p Easter  Bar 
Bingo 

3p-7p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

3:30p-7p AUX176 
Bingo 

6  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-9p Trivia w/ Lisa 
and Zack 

7  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-8p Texas Holdem 

7p-8p 40/8 Meeting 

6p-7p House Comte. 
Mtg. 

 

8  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-9:30p AUX237 
Bingo 

6p-7p Exec 
Committee  Meeting 

7p-8p Comm & 
Americanism Cmte 
Mtg 

9  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

10  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke and 
Bingo with Jerimy 

11  

10:30a-11:30a 
CVMA Meeting 

6p-9:30p SAL 237 
Bingo 

1p-4p Haircuts with 
Alyse 

 

12  

12p-2p Bar Bingo 

3p-7p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

3p-7p Pot Luck 

3:30p-7p AUX176 
Bingo 

13  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-9p Trivia w/ Lisa 
and Zack 

14  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-8p Texas Holdem 

15 Tax Day  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

5:30p-6:30p ALR 
Meeting 

6p-9:30p AUX237 
Bingo 

16  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

6:306p Sip and 
Paint 

17  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke and 
Bingo with Jerimy 

18  

1p-4p Haircuts with 
Alyse 

6p-9:30p SAL 237 
Bingo 

9:30a ALR 237 
Poker Run 

 

19  

12p-2p Bar Bingo 

3p-7p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

3p-4p SAL Meeting - 
Sons of the 
American Legion 
Meeting 

3:30p-7p AUX176 
Bingo 

20  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-8p Mbrs. Dinner 
and Meeting 

7p-9p Trivia w/ Lisa 
and Zack 

21  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-8p Texas Holdem 

6:30p Bunco Party 

22  

11p-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-9:30p AUX237 
Bingo 

23  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

24  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke and 
Bingo with Jerimy 

25 

6p-9:30p SAL 237 
Bingo 

26  

12p-2p Bar Bingo 

3p-7p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

3:30p-7p AUX176 
Bingo 

27  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-9p Trivia w/ Lisa 
and Zack 

28  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-8p Texas Holdem 

29  

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

6p-9:30p AUX237 
Bingo 

30  

11a-1:30p Lunch 

5p-7p Evening 
Kitchen 

7p-11p Karaoke 
w/Howie 

 

 


